
19 day Escorted Tour
11-29 September, 2018

Experience. The Difference.

Discover

Rajasthan is made up of a collection of former 
princely states and has attracted travellers, 
traders and explorers for centuries. Begin 
your journey in the bustling backstreets of the 
imperial city of Delhi; travel to the magical 
marble mosaic of Udaipur beside shimmering 
Lake Pichola and follow the aroma of burning 
incense through the antique bazaars of the 
Blue City of Jodhpur. Explore beaten tracks 
into remote villages and live the “caravan” 
lifestyle in an overnight camp amidst the sand 
dunes of the Thar Desert. 

Hear the faint hum of prayer and devotional 
pilgrim’s song in the sacred town of Pushkar 
and learn to cook authentic Rajasthani dishes 
with a local before leaving Jaipur for Agra - 
home of the majestic Taj Mahal. This wonder 
of the world, a monument revered for its 
Mughal history and architecture, is 
considered to be the epitome of love – and a 
befitting end to an incredible, exotic journey.

l 

timeless, narrow streets 
l Thar Desert Jeep Safari
l Dine under the stars in Dechu 
l Camel ride across Jaisalmer’s sun-soaked dunes
l Learn the art of Indian cooking and dine with a 

local family in Jaipur 
l Expansive Mehrangarh Fort in Jodhpur
l Boat ride on Lake Pichola in Udaipur
l Taj Mahal at dawn

Rickshaw ride through Old Delhi’s labyrinth of 

Join me as we journey 
through the enchanting 
northern province of 
Rajasthan, awash with the 
vibrant colours of  India.
- Tour Escort, Sue Verrall

Don’t miss this sell-out tour

Meet your fellow travellers

Sue has a great deal of experience in 
escorting tours to India and is 
excited to show you the culture and 
colours of this exotic land. 
A very popular tour leader, Sue’s 
passion for revealing the essence of a 
culture will enhance your experience 
of this diverse country.  Come along 
and join her on this incredible journey.

Last year’s tour, purposefully designed 
for our Solo Travellers Club members, 
was a sell-out. Due to demand, this 
year’s tour is now offered to all 
travellers based on twin-share in 5 
star deluxe hotels. Single occupancy* 
is available for those who prefer their 
own room. *supplement applies

Meet Sue and your fellow travellers 
at our social evenings held prior to 
departure and receive detailed tour 
information, as well as hints and tips 
for your travels.

with Sue Verrall
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Royal Rajasthan
Escorted Tour

Your tour highlights:



11 Sep Christchurch - Singapore been restored and now exhibit traditional crafts, 
costumes and puppets, as well as contemporary Depart mid-morning, arriving in Singapore early 
paintings. (B, L, D)evening. Overnight in the Airport Transit Hotel.
15 Sep Udaipur12 Sep Singapore - Delhi
After a leisurely breakfast enjoy a guided Depart Singapore, arrive Delhi early morning and 
sightseeing tour of Udaipur's City Palace - a transfer to hotel. This afternoon we visit Khan 
complex of 11 palaces, all with intricate stone work Market, a popular shopping and dining precinct, 
and interiors featuring glass mirrors and and later enjoy a Welcome Dinner in-house. (D)
ornamental tiles. We also visit the gardens of 13 Sep Delhi
Sahelion Ki Bari, the Old City and the Jagdish The day begins with a guided sightseeing tour of 
Temple, built in 1651 and dedicated to Lord Vishnu.  18 Sep Jodhpur – Dechu Desert Safari (approx. 3 Old and New Delhi. In Old Delhi we drive pass the 

hrs drive)Later, enjoy the tranquillity of a boat ride on Lake Red Fort Palace to reach Jama Masjid - the largest 
Pichola, an artificial fresh water lake, and take in After breakfast we begin our drive towards Dechu, mosque in India to be built in red sandstone. Then 
the atmosphere at the Jag Mandir, once the located in the heart of the sand dune region of we travel by cycle rickshaw on a photogenic journey 
pleasure palace of the Maharaja, before returning Rajasthan where our tented camp sits amidst 
to the hotel. (B, L, D) pristine beauty and tranquillity, a haven for 

seasonal bird life. 16 Sep Udaipur – Jodhpur (approx. 6hrs drive)

This afternoon we explore the nearby village by Today, as we journey towards Jodhpur, we visit the 
Jeep, meet locals and catch a glimpse at their way Jain Temples of Ranakpur featuring the Chaumukha 
of life and occupation in the desert. This evening we Temple built in 1439, with 29 halls supported by 
experience Rajasthani culture followed by dinner in 1444 marble pillars, each one strikingly different. 
the dunes. (B, L, D)After a brief lunch stop we heads towards Jodhpur, 

the Blue City of India, and catch glimpses of the 19 Sep Dechu – Jaisalmer (approx. 5 hrs drive)
splendour and magnificence of this ancient desert Today we head to Jaisalmer. Picture-postcard 
city, built on the edge of the Thar Desert.  The vistas of sand dunes and an array of illuminated 
evening is at leisure. Alternatively explore the sandstone buildings, Jaisalmer is nothing shy of a 
Saddar Bazaar famous for spices and silk. (B, L, D) scene from Arabian Nights - you’ll find it hard not to 
17 Sep Jodhpur be enchanted and drawn in by this desert citadel. 

The evening is at leisure, and optional visits to the After breakfast we visit the Mehrangarh Fort, one 
through the city and visit Khari Baoli, Asia's largest local bazaar can be arranged. (B, L, D)of the most impressive and formidable structures 
wholesale spice market selling a variety of spices, found anywhere in India. Built around 1460 by Rao 
nuts and herbs. Jodha, the 5km fort is situated 125m above the city 
This afternoon we discover New Delhi and its and is enclosed by thick, imposing walls.  Inside 
historical buildings and conclude our day with a its boundaries are several palaces known for their 
visit to Qutub Minar - an important landmark with intricate carvings and expansive courtyards. The 
calligraphically decorated interiors and inscriptions Fort Museum is well-stocked, housing exquisite 
of verses of the Holy Quran. (B, L, D) collections of artefacts representing Rajasthan’s 
14 Sep Delhi - Udaipur history.  We also visit Jaswant Thada, a cluster of 

royal cenotaphs carved from white marble, built in After breakfast we head to the airport for our flight 
1899 and considered an important architectural to Udaipur, the Lake City of India. After lunch, we 
landmark of the city. Your evening is free or explore the local bazaar and this evening, enjoy a 
choose to visit the Salawas village, famed for its cultural show at Bagore-Ki-Haveli. This 18th-
skilled artisans and dhurrie rug weavers, situated century haveli was once the residence of the prime 
near Jodphur. (B, L, D)minister of Udaipur. Its rooms and courtyards have 

Your Tour Itinerary



Made of red and pink sandstone, it has 37 domes 
and is surrounded by high walls and a 30ft trench. 
We also ride tongas through the narrow alleys of 
Old Bikaner City, along ‘Tea Street’ and its 
traditional red sandstone ‘havelis’. Built by well-
heeled merchants, these havelis are intricately 
carved structures representing the trending 
architectural styles of the 20th century.

Later, we travel to the small, tranquil town of 
Pushkar, situated along the banks of the 
picturesque Pushkar Lake, in a narrow, dry valley 
overshadowed by impressive rocky hills, it offers 

traditional dance performance at the Narain Niwas 
spectacular views of the desert at sunset. This is a 

Palace Hotel’s garden restaurant, where folk 
city of pilgrimage with over 500 temples and Ghats, 

artistes and puppet shows are hosted every night. 20 Sep Jaisalmer each Ghat said to have miraculous healing powers. 
The food represents the best of local culinary After breakfast we explore Jaisalmer visiting the Pushkar begets a legacy of timeless architectural 
traditions. (B, L, D)Jaisalmer Fort, one of the largest fully preserved heritage and radiates an ambience of peace and 

fortified cities in the world. Stroll the narrow spirituality.
cobbled streets of this golden city for an insight into On arrival check in at the hotel for our overnight 
the lifestyle of the locals. Every house is adorned stay, the remainder of the evening is at leisure.      
with exquisitely carved filigreed work, many dating (B, L, D)
back to the 12th-15th centuries. We visit the Jain 23 Sep Pushkar – Jaipur (approx. 3 hrs drive)
Temple and the beautifully carved Nathmal ji Ki 

After breakfast we start our day sightseeing in the 
Haveli. Early evening we head to the Sam Dune and 

town of Pushkar, visiting Pushkar Lake and the 
ride camels at sunset. En-route, we stop at 

Brahma Temple, sacred to Hindus. Later, we travel 
Kuldhara, an abandoned village now believed to be 

to Jaipur, the first planned city of India, a treasure-
haunted and the largest of 84 villages belonging to 

trove of culture, art and history, famous for its 
Paliwal Brahmins. (B, L, D)

colour, lifestyle and Rajasthani cuisine. We check-in 
21 Sep Jaisalmer - Bikaner to our hotel and the remainder of the day is free.
This morning we visit India’s only camel breeding Tonight’s focus is on tradition. We meet local henna 
farm, located in the north-west of Rajasthan. The painting experts for an optional 'tattoo art' session 
farm is a complex of camel stables, enclosures and on both hands and feet, a tradition which has 24 Sep Jaipur
buildings where 230 camels from 3 different breeds served as a symbol of good luck, health and After an early breakfast we set off on a guided 
are reared. Bikaner, our overnight stop, is a vibrant, sensuality for more than 5000 years in the Indian sightseeing tour of Jaipur. Firstly, an excursion to 
dust-swirling desert town with a fabulous fort and sub-continent. the majestic Amber Fort with a photo stop at Hawa 
an energising outpost feel. The evening is at leisure. 

While the ladies are being painted, the men will Mahal, admiring its façade, poetically known as the 
For those that are interested in handicraft, explore 

learn the art of traditional Rajasthani Turban tying. “Palace of Winds”. Next, we continue to Amber 
the local market which showcases talented 

There are many variations of turbans and it is said Fort, the former ancient capital of Jaipur state, 
artisans’ handicraft skills which have been handed 

that the style of the turban changes with every built by Raja Man Singh, the Rajput commander of 
down from one generation to the next.  (B, L, D)

15kms you travel. In some areas, especially in Akbar's army - a superb example of Rajput 
22 Sep Bikaner – Pushkar (approx. 5 hours Rajasthan, the turban's size may indicate the architecture. Later, we’ll take a guided tour of 
drive) position of the person in society. Jaipur City starting with the City Palace Museum. 
Our morning starts with a visit to Junagarh Fort. The Museum boasts a small collection of ancient, Later, just before dinner, we are entertained by a 



*CONDITIONS: Price – The price of $8,295 per person is based on twin share.  For those who would prefer their own room, the single 
occupancy tour price is $9,795 per person. Land only – Should you wish to extend your stay, please talk to us, we are happy to provide a land 
only price and airfare and pre/post tour arrangements. Business Class Supplement available on request. Please check with Discover Travel. 
Payments - The price quoted is for payment by cash, cheque or direct bank transfer. Cheques: Should be made payable to ‘Discover Travel’. 
Our postal address is PO Box 2477, Christchurch. Bank Transfer: 06 0801 0495605 02 - Discover Travel Worldwide Ltd, using ‘India 2018’ as a 
reference. VISA or Mastercard payments will incur a 2% convenience fee and American Express a 3% fee. Deposit: In order to confirm your 
booking, a non-refundable deposit of $1,500 per person is required.  Final payment will be due no later than 26 July 2018. Prices are based 
on a minimum group size of 10 (Maximum 16). Should the group size be less than 10, a small group surcharge will be applied. Experience. The Difference.

Discover

Tour price 
from $8,295 
per person twin share*
$9,795 pp single occupancy*

Price includes:
l Economy class airfares from CHCH 

flying Singapore Airlines
l Tour Escort ex CHCH 
l 15 nights’ accommodation in 5* 

hotels with private facilities on a 
twin-share basis 

l Private air-conditioned mini-coach 
for travel, transfers and sightseeing 
as per Itinerary. 

l Meals as specified (B=Breakfast, 
L=Lunch, D=Dinner)

l Entrance fee/monument charges 
(one visit only)

l Assistance and transfers 
l All current applicable taxes
l Entry Visa.

Not included: Travel insurance 
(compulsory), drinks and items of a 
personal nature.

To secure your place:  Send your 
$1,500 non-refundable deposit per 
person with completed Booking Form 
to Discover Travel. 

For more details and to book: 
Phone: 03 364 3400 or 0800 747 737 
Email: ideas@discovertravel.co.nz 
Mail: PO Box 2477, Christchurch.

handwritten Hindu scriptures, miniature delicate magnificent monument is built around a Charbagh 
paintings, preserved painted ceilings and elephant or ’four garden’ plan, split by watercourses, and 
saddles (haudas). It is registered in the Guinness reflects the strong influence of Persian architecture. 
Book of Records as containing the largest silver We return to the hotel for breakfast with the rest of 
objects in the world. After lunch, we’ll visit the the morning at your leisure.
elephant village, a housing project for Mahouts This afternoon we visit Kachhpura Village, where 
(care-takers) and their elephants situated at the your experience is enhanced by a walking tour of 
foothill of the Amber Palace and Fort, near Jaipur. the village where you will be able to interact with 
In the evening, we will learn the art of Indian the indigenous people and savour the true essence 
cooking as we watch famous recipes being of an Indian rustic hamlet. (B, L, D)
demonstrated before us. Choose to participate or 27 Sep Agra – Delhi (approx. 4 hrs drive) 
merely watch and learn. Indian cooking is a diligent After a leisurely breakfast check out of the hotel 
process involving a unique combination of spices, and travel to Delhi, where we stay for our final 
pulses, grains and oils. (B, L, D) night. 
25 Sep Jaipur – Agra (approx. 5 hrs drive) This evening we enjoy a farewell dinner at The Great 
Today we travel to Agra – the home of India's most Kabab Factory, a contemporary and stylish Indian 
famous landmark, the Taj Mahal. We tour Agra and restaurant offering a unique dining experience, 
visit its Fort. Built by Emperor Akbar, it is a mix of using recipes which combine traditional with 
Islamic and Hindu architectural styles, and along modern cooking styles. Besides their signature 
with Itimad-Ud-Daulah Tomb, nicknamed “baby kababs, the meals comprise of Dal Factory, Biryani, 
Taj”, fine examples of Mughal architecture. Later, a selection of Indian breads and the best of 
we visit a marble factory to witness the fascinating seasonal vegetables. (B, L, D)
process of marble inlay work. Overnight in Agra.   28 Sep Delhi – Singapore 
(B, L, D)

After breakfast, depart Delhi in the morning, arrive 
26 Sep Agra in Singapore and remain in transit before departing 
It’s an early start today as we head over to UNESCO a few hours later. (B)
World Heritage Site - the Taj Mahal. Undisputedly 29 Sep Singapore – Christchurch
one of the world’s most beautiful buildings, it is 

Our flight arrives in to Christchurch mid-morning, 
described as the most extravagant monument ever 

where our tour concludes.
built for love. Its dazzling marble appears to change 
colour from white to yellow, and from cream to near 
orange with the variations in daylight. Located on 
the banks of the river Yamuna and built in the 17th 
century by the Mughal Emperor Shahjahan, this 

Your Tour Itinerary (continued)

New Zealand owned and operated, 
Discover Travel is a premier boutique 
travel agency within the House of Travel 
Group. Specialising in travel to far-flung 
places, we have travelled extensively 
within India, returning regularly to 
ensure our knowledge is current. We 
aim to experience those places through 
your eyes and passionately share our 
knowledge of the destination with you. 
Our goal is to genuinely connect you 
with the location and its culture. 
Consequently, we like to think that our 
clients come home with the stories that 
everyone else misses. 
Discover Travel is very proud to be 
working with Sue to bring you this 
amazing journey in its second 
consecutive year.

Discover Travel
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